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From Geo. S. Boutwett to Major General Butler
CONPTDBNTIAL.     WASHINGTON, March 3rd, 1865
MY DBAB GENERAL: Lieut. Davenport called upon me this morning with letters. Mr. McCulloch is to be Secretary of the Treasury, and this much is no doubt decided. Of course my name is now out of the question, as I have steadily refused to allow anyone to use it in connection with any place except the Treasury, and it was used in that connection with one ambition solely, to attempt to overcome our financial difficulties. I am as grateful to my friends and as contented as I should have been had the President coincided in opinion with those who presented my name. It is the public impression here that Mr. Welles will remain. However, I have nothing but rumor for the remark. I intend to go North next week when I hope to see you.
Yours truly, GEO. S. BOUTWELL
From W. P. Webster
NOBFOLK, VA., March 4th, 1885
MY DEAR MRS. READ: I take a moment to write to you. We are still in this now miserable place. Gen. Butler came here in the fall of 1863, and as if by magic prosperity, business, success, and happiness took the places of misery, poverty, prostration, and decay. One year never saw such changes in any spot on this globe.
He was removed. A month has elapsed, and all is prostration, poverty, and misery again. For some cause, everything has been undone, and all new orders tend to reduction of business. Wholesale stores are to be discountenanced, and the introduction of goods is to be limited to the immediate wants of the people of Norfolk. No person is to be allowed to come here unless on business. The Baltimore boat is stopped at the Fort, and everyone must pay $2 to come on to Norfolk. The wholesale dealers are selling no goods, and you can tell Read, that it is said that Nichols & Co. alone are selling more goods than all the other grocers in Norfolk. The pretence is that Norfolk has grown up on contraband supplies; and the Inquisition sits here trying to connect Gen. Butler with granting illegal permits, and being connected with supply stores and cotton purchases. Witnesses are questioned as to their acquaintance and intimacy with Gen. Butler, and are
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